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Before the fall of the inner-German border, ALDI imported
products from Eastern Germany (GDR), some of which were

manufactured by political prisoners under forced labor.
Millions of women's tights made their way from the

„VEB Esda Thalheim“ production facility in the GDR women's
prison Hoheneck to the ALDI supermarket shelves.

They were sold in the budget segment under the names
„Iris“ in northern and „Sayonara“ in southern Germany.

The women, often imprisoned for political reasons,
worked under inhumane conditions.

ALDI has committed itself to fair working conditions and 
employee rights in its Code of Conduct. The company however 

wants nothing to do with the shadows of the past. 
Despite solid evidence, ALDI is not willing to reach out

to the victims of forced labor in GDR prisons.
This is a slap in the face to those who had to toil

for the profits of the company. Does this meet ALDI‘s 
understanding of fairness and sustainability?
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ALDI must confront its past 
and reach out to the victims!

@uokgnewsuokgev
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